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Cross of Glory Lutheran Church                   
5929 Brooklyn Boulevard           
Brooklyn Center, MN  55429-2583                 
Change Service Requested 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Office Hours: Monday—Wednesday 10am-2pm  
Learn more at crossofglory.us or call us at 763-533-8602 

 

Cross of Glory Staff: 
 

Lead Pastor:   
 Rev. Ali Tranvik  
 atranvik@crossofglory.us 
  
Bookkeeper: 
 Mike Edstrom 
 medstrom@crossofglory.us  
 
 

 
Pianist/Worship Leader/Tech Dir. 
 Mark Trease   
 mltrease@comcast.net 
     
Choir Director:    
 Keith Williams   
 williams@csp.edu 
 
 
 

 
Office Manager/ CLC  
 Rachel Marquardt 
 office@crossofglory.us 
 

Custodian/ Facilities Manager 
 Matt Steven 
 

Tech Ministry  
 Ryan Bailey  

WORSHIP WITH US! 
In-person – Join us on Sunday mornings at 9:30 am for safely-distanced worship in the  

sanctuary.  
Zoom – Tune in to services in live-time via Zoom on Sunday mornings at 9:30 am. For further  

information about how to connect to Zoom by computer or phone, visit www.crossofglory.us.  
Recorded services - We record weekly worship so that you can worship from anywhere, anytime. 

Visit our home page, or Service Library page, at www.crossofglory.us for service recordings! 
Bulletins – Bulletins are mailed to those who have requested continued mailings. Please contact the 

church office at 763-533-8602 or office@crossofglory.us if you’d like to be added to/removed from this 
weekly mailing list. Electronic bulletins will be posted to our website  

weekly as well. As we continue to move through the pandemic, we give thanks that the Spirit contin-
ues to guide, inspire, and enliven us in our worship, however you choose to take part! 
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Cross of Glory Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

a Wildfire Congregation                                        March 2022  

The Glory Banner 

Bless sojourners and pilgrims 

who share this winding way; 

your hope burns through the terrors, 

your love sustains the day. 

We yearn for holy freedom 

while often we are bound; 

together we are seeking 

the road where faith is found. 

-“Bless Now, O God, the Journey” Evangelical Lutheran Book of Worship #326 vs 2 

May these words, which we sang together on Ash Wednesday, be our prayer throughout our Lenten journey, as we explore the 
ways we are bound and free… 

mailto:atranvik@crossofglory.us
mailto:medstrom@crossofglory.us
mailto:mltrease@comcast.net
mailto:williams@csp.edu
http://www.crossofglory.us
mailto:office@crossofglory.us
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All are welcome to take part in Bible Study 

every Tuesday morning at 9:30 am as we study the word.  We offer 

both an in-person and Zoom option 

 (connect via Zoom using the same information as Sunday worship). 

________________________________________________________ 

Bible Study booklets have arrived! Please pick your copy of the participant booklet up on a Sunday or 
during office hours  (M-W 10-2) at the Welcome Desk, or be in touch with Pastor Ali to arrange a drop-off.  

LISTENING TO THE WORD, LISTENING TO THE WORLD 

The season of Lent is one that invites, among other practices, the spiritual 
practice of listening. Lent is a time to listen to the ways that God is speaking to 
us (one way to do this is to read the stories of scripture, that is, to listen to the 
Word). Lent, as the prophet Isaiah reminded us in a text we read on Ash 
Wednesday (Isa 58:1-12), is also a time to listen to the needs of our neighbors 
(that is, to listen to the world). And as one of my teachers in seminary insisted, 
we can’t do one without the other--our engagement with the Word shapes the 
way we listen to our neighbors in the world, and our engagement with the 
world helps us listen more deeply to the Word.  

This Lent, as we explore the theme “Captive and Free” (see page 3 for more 
info!) we will be engaging in both forms of listening. I want to highlight two 
ways you’re invited to take part.  

Listening to the Word - Every Wednesday at noon, we’ll gather on Zoom for 
Lenten "Lectio Divina.” Literally translated to “sacred reading,” Lectio Divina 
is an ancient contemplative prayer practice centered on listening for the ways 
God may be speaking to us through scripture. This is just one of the faith 
practices that we’ve explored in the “Faith Practices and Neighboring 
Practices” learning community, and we’re excited to share it with you. Lectio 
Divina is grounded in the bold belief that the Bible is a living Word, and that 
God is speaking to us through it still. No special knowledge or prior 
experience of lectio divina is needed to take part…simply come ready to pray! 
I will guide us through this practice of listening together. The scriptural story 
that we’ll pray through on Wednesdays is the same one we’ll be exploring 
more together the following Sunday. 

Listening to the World - One way we’ll seek to listen to the world this Lent is 
through music. Each Sunday in worship, in addition to the music of Holden 
[Morning] Prayer, we’ll listen to one song written and sung by The Conviction 
Band, a group of incarcerated women that I got to know when I lived in NC. 
As we ponder what it means to be both “captive” and “free” as people of 
faith, we’ll be invited to listen to people whose lives have been shaped by 
literal captivity, as they share their experience of captivity--and freedom--
through the gift of their music.  

I look forward to journeying through Lent with you this year. And I pray that as 
we open our ears to the ways God is speaking to us through the Word and 
the world, we might hear God’s voice speaking to us--a voice of that beckons 
us--as we’ll explore each Sunday in Lent--to togetherness, to love, to life, to 
rest, and to joy. Thanks be to God! 

Pastor Ali  

PASTORAL CARE 

Pastor Ali is available 
for pastoral care,  
conversation, and 
prayer. You can reach 
her by phone and email 
throughout the week. 
Her designated office 
hours for pastoral care 
and  
conversation--virtual or 
in-person--are 
Tuesdays from 10:30-
1:30 and Wednesdays 
from 2-5, and home/
care facility visitation 
hours are Thursdays 
from 3-5. Please reach 
out to schedule a time 

to connect!  

Home Communion 

If you are unable to 
commune in person-at 
Cross of Glory, Pastor 
Ali would love to come 
visit you and bring you 
communion. Please 
reach out to her if you’d 

like to schedule a time.  
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Matthew 22:39 states we should love our neighbor as ourselves. 

This seems pretty obvious, right?  But is it?  Do we love others 

that look different than us or don’t live like us? Do we love others 

that seem to not love us back? Do we love those who have hurt us 

in the past? This verse simply stated seems easy, but what 

happens when our fears get in the way?  What happens when 

those emotions come to the front? What happens when we 

become “uncomfortable?”   What then?   

A friend of mine said to me; “get comfortable being 

uncomfortable.” It has taken me a lot to step out of my comfort zone, and honestly I still 

struggle.    (like starting a new job here)— the fear was great, the rewards have been even 

greater! Every single member of this congregation has been so warm, welcoming and 

gracious.   Part of my new role in the office is to serve as the new Community Life Coordinator.    

In this role, I am challenged to help connect the visions of Cross of Glory with our tenants that 

share life at 5929 Brooklyn Blvd.  What a wonderous experience!  How can we embrace these 

tenants as our neighbors?  What does this look like, where do we fit, what will the future be 

like?  Honestly, only God knows the answers to these questions.  But what can we do while we 

wait to be led?  Perhaps we can all start by lingering a bit longer on Sunday mornings and see 

if you can connect with one member of a different congregation— a neighbor.  We shall see 

where God leads us next!  — Rachel Office Manager/ Community Life Coordinator 

Who are the People in our Neighborhood? 

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS 

• CAPI, the organization located across the street from Cross of Glory that 

provides support services for immigrants and refugees in our community, 

has invited us to help support Afghani refugees who are currently being 

resettled in the metro area. CAPI is seeking folks to help sort, label, and 

potentially transport items to families in need. If you’re interested in lending 

a hand, contact Chance Chapman, CAPI's Volunteer Support & Engagement Leader, at 

chance.chapman@capiusa.org or by phone at 507.323.9464. Additionally, CAPI is working 

to furnish apartments for newly-arrived families, but have lots of gaps to fill. They are in 

need of some household items that the families have requested. CAPI has created an 

online wishlist of items through Amazon. Visit https://a.co/7LWz5BS to view the list and 

donate an item. 

• Check out Brooklyn Center redevelopment plans to learn more about what will be 

happening in our neighborhood starting later this year: https://sahanjournal.com/

changing-minnesota/brooklyn-center-redevelopment-opportunity-site/. 

• Free senior luncheon every Tuesdays at noon at The Crossings at Brookwood. Lunch is 

followed by a fellowship time and a game. Tours of the facility are also available. To RSVP 

for a “Chat & Chowder” luncheon this month, call Diane at 763-561-7405Though out the 

winter Brooklyn Center West fire station has teamed up with every meal.  They are handing 

out non-perishable food daily from 10am –8pm.   

• Though out the winter Brooklyn Center West fire station has teamed up with every meal.  

They are handing out non-perishable food daily from 10:am –8pm.   

mailto:chance.chapman@capiusa.org
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fa.co%2F7LWz5BS&data=04%7C01%7C%7C2ee074195739488397c708d9f6287d88%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637811476041341226%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJ
https://sahanjournal.com/changing-minnesota/brooklyn-center-redevelopment-opportunity-site/
https://sahanjournal.com/changing-minnesota/brooklyn-center-redevelopment-opportunity-site/


6 

Women of the ELCA 

Circles will meet....WEDNESDAY MARCH 16TH at 1pm, bring your own drink and snack    We 
will meet in the fellowship hall for the GATHER Bible Study using the microphones.   

MARCH Bible Study written by the Rev.Mark Allan Powell.  The kingdom of God: What does it 
mean for God to be in charge? 

FOCUS VERSE:  John 10:10  "I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly." 

SESSION Three  - The kingdom of God: Here and now    The phrase does not just refer to life 
that is eternally long, but also (indeed, especially) to life that is eternally deep--life that is 
endless in value and meaning.  We will look at some popular passages, "eternal life" to talk 
about what he calls the "kingdom of God" in the other Gospels, including John 3:16 and the 
story of Jesus and the woman at the well to discover how our lives can be marked by love and 
purpose. 

Have you noticed....our Gather magazine now comes in double issues.  The March issue is 
March/April.   

Dear women of Gross of Glory,  

Because of the COVID pandemic, there have bee many changes in how meetings and events 

have been  happening in our building.  The W/ELCA  organization here at CoG has not been left 

out.  The W/ELCA board has been meeting several months now discussing the further direction 

of our monthly circle meetings and bible studies in addition to our spring and winter events and 

service projects.  There will be few changes needed for the two vents and service projects. 

However, we have determined that we need to change our circle meeting time, make up and 

protocols. The first change will be that the circle meeting/ bible study schedule will run from 

March to November.  Due to snow/ice situation on the roads and parking lot.  To not hold our 

meetings during the winter will eliminate the understandable reluctance to attend.  All three 

present circles will meet together at church.  We will change the meeting date to Wednesdays at 

1pm with a sound system to mitigate the increasing hearing issues with social distancing and 

face masks. We will also eliminate the need for hostesses by each person bringing their own 

beverage and or treat.  We chose an afternoon time due to accommodating lunch for the 

progeny students.  We will continue to use the bible study found in the “Gather” magazine 

published by the national W/ELCA.  Copies of the bible study will be available for those who do 

not have a “Gather” subscription.  We are extending a invitation to all CoG women and friends, 

circle members or not. Did you know that ALL women members of CoG are members are 

members of W/ELCA?  We would like this to be an opportunity to meet, get to know, and make 

new friendships.  We will begin the new schedule March 16th .  Hope to see you all there!  

Carol Stejskal, Chair, W/ELCA board.  
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SUPPORT COG WITH YOUR THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS— Deadline is March 31  

 

The Thrivent Choice program encourages Thrivent members to  

recommend where Thrivent Financial distributes a portion of its  

charitable grant funds. Members make this recommendation by  

directing Choice Dollars to enrolled nonprofit organizations and 

churches, including Cross of Glory.  Thrivent no longer sends 

reminders to members to donate these dollars, so many of them 

end up expiring. The deadline for these free dollars to be directed 

to the non-profit of your choice for the preceding year is March 31.  

 We invite you to consider directing your Choice Dollars to 

Cross of Glory. To do so, log on to Thrivent (www.thrivent.com) and 

click on My Thrivent - Direct Thrivent Choice Dollars. For further assistance, call Thrivent at 800-

847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” when prompted. Thanks for your consideration! 

LENT 2022: CAPTIVE + FREE 

This Lent, we explore what it means to be both captive and free. 

For worship on Sundays, we'll be guided by the liturgy of Holden 

Evening Prayer. Additionally, as we seek to lift up the voices of 

those whose lives have been marked by captivity quite literally, we 

will be led in special music by recordings from The Conviction 

Band, a group of incarcerated women in NC. To learn more, visit 

https://convictionsongs.com/.  

 

Midweek Lenten Prayer - 12 pm on Zoom 

Join us each Wednesday at noon on Zoom for  "Lectio Divina," a guided time of prayer 

through the biblical text that we'll be exploring more together on the following Sunday. 

*Same Zoom info as Sunday worship. Recordings will be posted to the website for those 

who wish to take part at a different time. Contact the office for further assistance. 

 

Sunday Lenten Worship - 9:30 am onsite + online 

March 6: Captive to boundaries - Freed for life 

together  

March 13: Captive to fear - Freed for love  

March 20: Captive to death - Freed for life 

March 27: Captive to worry - Freed for rest   

April 3: Captive to possession  - Freed for joy  

http://www.thrivent.com
https://convictionsongs.com/
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March 6: 
Greeters: Delores Olson and Carol Sjoquist 
Reader: Dan Aulwes 
Communion: Arlene Koesek, Sue and Bruce 
Vukelich 
 
March 13 
Greeters: Tom Simon and Audrey Retrum 
Reader: Kris Simon 
 
March 20 
Greeters: Bruce and Sue Vukelich 
Reader: Bruce Vukelich 
 
March 27 
Greeters: Arlene Kosek and Marie King 
Reader: Kim Jacobson 

We had a short meeting as there wasn’t much to discuss. We welcomed Gayle Merritt as new coun-
cil member. 

Progeny School has a new updated lease as they are leasing more space as of February 1. The 
lease will be re-evaluated when it is up in June, 2022. 

A Covid update is coming soon as case numbers are going down. 

Seventh Day Adventists have signed a lease for the Bethel Room and we welcome them. 

The Faith and Neighboring Practices team and the Vision and Vocation team continue to meet 
monthly to discern what it means to be the church in this next chapter of our ministry. We will give 
updates as we get further along in our planning. 

Looking forward to warmer weather and the beginning of Lent on Ash Wednesday, March 2, 2022. 

-Judy Lewis  Council President 

All who have signed 

up to  lend a hand  

If you would like to 

add your name to 

help with office 

assistance or 

another gift, pleas 

contact Rachel in 

the office. 
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COVID task force update 

Thankfully, Covid rates in our area have drastically lowered from 
the high we have seen over the past months. As such, we are glad 
to announce that meal sharing and musical ensembles can resume 
again.  The Covid Task Force looks forward to sharing further up-
dates with you in light of the new guidance from the CDC released 
on February 25th. Stay tuned for more to come soon!   

 

We are so excited to 

be sending our kids to 

camp this summer!— 

use the QR code or  go 

to  http://lwlbci.com/cog-bc 

to register today! 

Kids that have finished 1st -3rd 

grade attend a weekend camp called Seeds.  They 

attend June 24-26. 

Kids that have completed 4th -8th grade attend Camp 

Wapo week long camp that is June 26- July 1.   

Scholarships are available contact pastor Ali for details!  

Priority registration has ended— Register soon to ensure 

your child can attend! 

COG is now offering a special 

time for kids during part of 

worship on the first Sunday of the 

month. On March 6th our 

children’s ministry leaders will 

have an activity prepared for 

kids during part of the service.  

From singing songs to baking 

communion bread, planting a 

garden to storytelling, crafts to 

games, we look forward to 

worshiping 

with you 

and for our 

time 

together 

on first 

Sundays! 

 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR  

The Worship, Music, Arts, & Fellowship Team is excited to invite us to 
gather again for a time of fellowship after worship on Sundays. 
Fellowship Hour will resume beginning on Sunday, March 13. We'll 
start by serving drinks (coffee & water). In order to serve food in 
future Sundays, though, we need your help! While we have hands to 
deliver treats, we are looking for people to help with set-up and clean-
up each week. If you are willing to sign up for a Sunday (or a few!) in 
April, May, or June to help make sharing some food possible, please 
add your name to the sign-up sheets located at the usher's table outside the sanctuary, or contact 
the church office. Thank you! We look forward to this time together each week--a time to get to 
welcome & get to know new members of our community, to grow in deeper relationship with those 
we already know, and to joyfully share God's gift of life together through fellowship.  

http://lwlbci.com/cog-bc

