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Take Part in Cross of Glory's Life Together

Worship with us in-person Sunday mornings at 9:30 am
Worship with us on Zoom by phone or online Sunday mornings at 9:30 am
Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/crossofglorymn
Visit us online at crossofglory.us
Cross of Glory Office Hours:
Monday through Wednesday, 10am-2pm
Phone: (763) 533-8602

Cross of Glory Staff:

Pianist/Worship Team Director:
Mark Trease
mltrease@comcast.net

Lead Pastor:
Rev. Ali Tranvik
atranvik@crossofglory.us

Choir Director:
Keith Williams
williams@csp.edu

Bookkeeper:
Mike Edstrom
medstrom@crossofglory.us
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HAPPY EPIPHANY!
One of the stories we’ll hear this month comes from Exodus 3,
when Moses encounters a burning bush and hears the voice of
God telling him to remove his sandals, for the ground on which
he is standing is holy.

PASTORAL
CARE
Pastor Ali is available
for pastoral care,
conversation, and
prayer. You can reach
her by phone and
email throughout the
week. Her designated
office hours for pastoral
care and
conversation--virtual or
in-person--are Tuesdays
from 10:30-1:30 and
Wednesdays from 2-5,
and home/care facility
visitation hours are
Thursdays from 3-5.
Please reach out to
schedule a time to
connect!

On January 9th, we celebrate the beginning of the season of
Epiphany. “Epiphany” is a word that comes from two Greek
words: epi, which means “on” or “to” and phainein, which means “to
show.” It is a season, as Lutheran theologian and author Anna Madsen
says, of “God-made knowings--of attentiveness to the ways that God
shines through our world, expressing unexpected hope, new birth, and
the defiance of death.” Epiphany is a season of exclaiming “aha,” of
discovering God’s presence made manifest in the world around us. It’s a
season, in other words, of discovering that the ground on which we walk
is indeed holy.
Here at Cross of Glory, I am reminded again and again of this holy
ground. Whether it’s sharing the bread and wine of communion, or
sharing a plate of Christmas cookies (communion of another kind!),
whether it’s listening to the Vision and Vocation team as they begin to
lead us in discerning God’s call for this next chapter of our ministry, or
listening to the church memories of one of our home-bound members,
whether it’s praying with and for one another at Bible Study on
Tuesdays, or singing alongside one another on Sundays, there’s no
shortage of “epiphanies” around here. They may not always be as
obvious as a burning bush, but perhaps if we listen carefully enough, we
will hear God speaking our name.
I pray that in this season of Epiphany we might continue to
encounter God’s presence on the grounds of our church, our homes,
our places of work, our neighborhoods…and that we like Moses might
boldly respond: “here I am.”
-Pastor Ali

ABOUT THE COVER ART
“In this piece, I imagine the leaves and flames of the

burning bush image God’s words for Moses. I have
depicted God’s message through symbols and
imagery that start in the center and radiate out. The
words in bold point to particular details I have
rendered. I invite you to look for the ways God’s
words might be translated visually: God’s eyes have
seen the misery of God’s people. The Israelites have
cried out in the midst of their oppression, and God
knows their suffering. God’s hope is for Moses to bring
the Israelites to a land flowing with milk and honey,
and Moses will know it is God who called him when
they are out of Egypt they shall worship God on this
mountain (Ex 3:7-12).” -Lauren Wright Pittman
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COVID TASK FORCE UPDATE
The Covid Task Force will continue gathering to evaluate our Covid-19
guidelines as we keep moving through the pandemic. Early research
suggests the Omicron variant is highly transmissible, so we continue to
urge mask-wearing and physical distancing while in the church
building for the sake of our community's shared health. Music
ensemble leaders will determine any necessary temporary adjustments
to rehearsal schedules. We will continue to make available funeral
luncheons and other receptions with food, assuming our
recently-introduced safe eating guidelines are followed, unless otherwise noted. As always,
if you have any questions or feedback, please don’t hesitate to let us know.
We continue to encourage CoG members to be vaccinated and boosted as possible. If
you need any assistance with scheduling a Covid-19 test or a booster appointment, the
Covid-19 Task Force would be glad to help. Please reach out to Mark Trease, Linda
Knudsen, Dawn Bailey, Lori Balzer, Gayle Merritt, or Pastor Ali Tranvik for further assistance!
Resources:
For information about free local testing: www.mn.gov/covid19/get-tested/
For information about scheduling a booster: www.mn.gov/vaccine/booster/
For recently-updated CDC guidelines: www.cdc.gov

WINTER 2022 BIBLE STUDY: The kingdom of God by the Rev.
Mark Allan Powell

WELCOME, NEW
MEMBERS
Have you recently started
taking part in Cross of Glory’s
life together? Are you—or is
someone you know—looking
for a community of faith to
call home? Reach out to
Pastor Ali
(atranvik@crossofglory.us) for
more info about our
upcoming new member
gathering, which is now
scheduled for
Sunday, January 23
following worship.

New Testament scholar Mark Allan Powell looks at a widely
used biblical image and invites us into a discussion of what
the phrase "kingdom of God" might mean for Lutheran
women today.
JANUARY - Beautiful feet: Announcing the reign of God - The
prophet Isaiah said, "How beautiful on the mountains are the
feet of one who announces, "Your God reigns!" No one has
ever fit the description better than Jesus, who talked more
about the reign of God than he did about any thing
else. We will ask, what would it mean for God to be in
charge of our lives? And why would that be good news?
CIRCLES will meet January 18th
Mission Circle: 1:00 pm At the home of Helen Brothen's,
10018 Northwood Court, Brooklyn Park 763-493-4665
Community Needs & Glory Circle: Noon at church, bring
your own sandwich and drink
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WORSHIP WITH US!

JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

In-person – Join us on Sunday mornings at 9:30 am for safely-distanced worship in the
sanctuary.
Zoom – Tune into services in live-time via Zoom on Sunday mornings at 9:30 am. For further
information about how to connect to Zoom by computer or phone, visit www.crossofglory.us.
Recorded services - We’ll continue to record weekly worship so that you can worship from
home anytime. Visit www.vimeo.com/cogtv for all our previous service recordings!
Bulletins – Bulletins are mailed to those who have requested continued mailings. Please contact
the church office at 763-533-8602 or office@crossofglory.us if you’d like to be added to/
removed from this weekly mailing list. Electronic bulletins will be posted to our website
weekly as well.

As we continue to move through the pandemic, we give thanks that the Spirit continues to guide,
inspire, and enliven us in our worship, however you choose to take part!

FAITH PRACTICES AND NEIGHBORING PRACTICES
Cross of Glory’s Faith Practices and Neighboring Practices (FPNP) group continues to
meet monthly with our Wildfire cohort as we continue to explore the ways that our
relationship with God compels us into relationships with our neighbors. We began this
two-year process, hosted by the Minneapolis Area Synod, earlier this fall.
On December 11th, we met with fellow participating churches for our quarterly
retreat. There, we explored various ways to pray through scripture, led by Dr. Michael Chan,
Associate Professor of Old Testament at Luther Seminary. We learned about the power of
storytelling from Julia Dinsmore, author of “My Name is Not Those People.” We also began
group spiritual direction.
Between monthly gatherings, our FPNP group continues to meet
members of our congregation and community for 1-to-1 conversations. We hope these
conversations will be fruitful as we work to listen deeply to the congregation and
community to see what God is up to.
As FPNP Director Nick Tangen writes, “God is already at
work in our congregations and our communities, and we are
being called to participate with integrity and intention. My hope is
that over the course of the next year and a half, we all have the
opportunity to think about who God is calling us to be in this
moment, in this place, in this community and how to faithfully
embody that vocation.” As Nick shared at our December retreat,
our call as faith communities is one of faithful and relational living
as opposed to one of achieving measurable outcomes like
numbers of dollars raised, events hosted, or people present.
“Faithfulness is a powerful force in a world that demands production, and I hope we get a taste of just how true that is. May it be
so!”

-Abby Kelley, Nathan Paulson, Isak Tranvik, Mike McClanahan, and Pastor Ali Tranvik
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Annual Reports

Mark your calendar: On Sunday, Jan 30th, all Cross of Glory
members are invited to take part in our annual congregational
meeting. The meeting will take place in the sanctuary
immediately following worship (approximately 10:30 am).
You’re welcome to take part in person or online, using the
same Zoom login information we use for worship. If you have
any questions about getting connected to Zoom, please reach
out to council member Erik Haugland at
erikshaugland@hotmail.com.
COG STAFF TRANSITIONS

All staff and committee chairs are
invited to submit annual reports to
Rachel by Jan 10. Annual reports
will be available to pick up on
Sunday Jan 23, or anytime during
the week (M-W 10-2) ahead of the
meeting. Reports will also be made available
electronically. If you’d like a hard copy mailed to
you, please let Rachel in the office know.

We’re excited to have
welcomed Rachel Marquardt as
our Interim Administrative
Assistant last month (if you
haven’t had the chance to
welcome Rachel, please stop by
and do so when you have the
chance!). Rachel has been
abundantly gracious in jumping
into a very busy season in our
church life. Rachel’s office
hours are M-W 10am-2pm.

We are currently hiring for our
new, long-term office position.
Please visit the homepage of
the church website
(www.crossofglory.us) for more
ELCA YOUTH GATHERING: SUMMER 2022 info about the position and
Prepare yourselves…next summer, tens of thousands of how to apply. Thanks for your
Lutheran youth from across the country are headed to prayers as the church prepares
for this transition.
Minneapolis! If you are interested in taking part in this
gathering--scheduled for July 24-28--as a youth
participant, an Adult Leader or gathering volunteer, please let Pastor Ali know. Cross
of Glory looks forward to joining together with our fellow Wildfire churches to
experience God’s boundless love. For more information go here:
www.elca.org/YouthGathering. If you’re interested in signing up, contact Pastor Ali.
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THANKS FOR YOUR GENEROSITY
As we begin the new year, we are so grateful for the
generous financial commitments you’ve made to Cross of Glory. Your pledges
equip us to faithfully prepare our budget for the year ahead, and empower us
to fund ministries that work to share God’s love within our congregation,
community, and world. If you haven’t had the chance to
submit your 2022 pledge card, please reach out to Rachel in the office at
763-533-8602 or office@crossofglory.us.
Thank you again for the many ways you so faithfully give of your time, talents,
and treasure for the sake of God’s work here at Cross of Glory!

SUPPORT COG WITH YOUR THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS

The Thrivent Choice program encourages Thrivent members to
recommend where Thrivent Financial distributes a portion of its
charitable grant funds. Members make this recommendation by
directing Choice Dollars to enrolled nonprofit organizations and churches,
including Cross of Glory. Thrivent no longer sends reminders to members to
donate these dollars, so many of them end up expiring. The deadline for
these free dollars to be directed to the non-profit of your choice for the preceding year is March 31.
We invite you to consider directing your Choice Dollars to Cross of Glory. To do so, log
on to Thrivent (www.thrivent.com) and click on My Thrivent - Direct Thrivent Choice Dollars. For
further assistance, call Thrivent at 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” when prompted.
Thanks for your consideration!

Fourth quarter
giving
statements will
be mailed out in the
coming days. If you do not need
a copy sent to your home, or
would prefer an electronic copy,
please let Rachel in the
office know.

Council Recap from December, 2021
Stewardship drive was very successful with over 20 people
either pledging for the first time or increasing their
pledges. Thank you to
everyone for their financial support!

We have a few new members who will be joining in
January, 2022.
We have hired Rachel Marquardt as our interim
administrative assistant. Welcome Rachel!

We have a lease addendum for Progeny School as they are taking an additional
classroom space.
We have a new hot water heater servicing the kitchen.
We have a new lease agreement with 7th Day Adventist church who will be renting the
Bethel Room for Saturdays and Tuesday evenings for $750 a month. Please welcome them.
We reviewed the annual budget for 2022 in preparation for our Annual meeting on
Sunday, January 30, 2022.
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January 9:
Greeters:
Reader:
January 16:
Greeters:
Reader:

Bruce and
Sue Vukelich
Bruce Vukelich
Audrey Retrum
and Marie King
Kim Jacobson

January 23:
Greeters:
Reader:

Arlene Kosek and Luella Hinnenkamp
Gayle Merritt

January 30:
Greeters:
Reader:

Carol Stejskal and Kathy Swendiman
Carol Stejskal

All are welcome to take
part in Bible Study every
Tuesday morning at 9:30 am
as we explore the text for
the upcoming Sunday.
We offer both an in-person
and Zoom option
(connect via Zoom using
the same information as
Sunday worship).

January 11
Scripture Readings:

Keith’s Clef Notes

Exodus 3:1-5, John 2:1-11

Starting in 2022 the Cross of
Glory church musicians have been
invited to share some Glory
Banner thoughts. I’m hoping that
my thoughts will bounce from
information about hand bells and
the choir, to discussing theology
and music, to - well… I guess we’ll see…
We all know that the last few years have run a wide range of
emotions. We made two attempts to restart the choir in 2021. In
the summer we made good music with a smaller crew. Then the
Delta variant showed up. The last time we sang during Advent
we had 17 choir members which was a larger choir than we had
before the pandemic. It made my heart soar! It also came just
before the Omicron Variant really took off, so we are on hold
again for a bit.
We also carefully geared up the hand bells as well and
have played twice in the past two months. We had new
members and missed those who were no longer playing with us.
Cross of Glory will have to worship with solos and duets
until the most recent spike has passed. We pray for a time when
we can worship with voices joined together to praise and give
thanks to our God. We pray for a time when we collaborate as
God’s Created to add beauty to creation. We pray for a time
when we are ‘all in this together’ again, making music for our
God and for ourselves.
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January 18
Scripture Readings
1 Cor 12:12-31a,
Luke 4:14-21

January 25
Scripture Readings:
Exodus 3:1-5, John 2:1-11

2022 Giving
Envelopes
Giving envelopes are
here at church ready for
pick up! Thanks for your
patience waiting to
receive hem!

