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Cross of Glory Lutheran Church
5929 Brooklyn Boulevard
Brooklyn Center, MN 55429-2583
Change Service Requested

Cross of Glory Lutheran Church (ELCA)
February 2022

a Wildfire Congregation

WORSHIP WITH US!

In-person – Join us on Sunday mornings at 9:30 am for safely-distanced worship in the
sanctuary.
Zoom – Tune in to services in live-time via Zoom on Sunday mornings at 9:30 am. For further
information about how to connect to Zoom by computer or phone, visit www.crossofglory.us.
Recorded services - We record weekly worship so that you can worship from anywhere, anytime. Visit our home page, or Service Library page, at www.crossofglory.us for service recordings!
Bulletins – Bulletins are mailed to those who have requested continued mailings. Please contact
the church office at 763-533-8602 or office@crossofglory.us if you’d like to be added to/
removed from this weekly mailing list. Electronic bulletins will be posted to our website
weekly as well.
Office Hours: Monday—Wednesday 10am-2pm
Learn more at crossofglory.us or call us at 763-533-8602
As we continue to move through the pandemic, we give thanks that the Spirit continues to guide,
inspire, and enliven us in our worship, however you choose to take part!
Cross of Glory Staff:
Lead Pastor:
Rev. Ali Tranvik
atranvik@crossofglory.us

Pianist/Worship Leader/Tech Dir.
Mark Trease
mltrease@comcast.net

Bookkeeper:
Mike Edstrom
medstrom@crossofglory.us

Choir Director:
Keith Williams
williams@csp.edu
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Office manager/ CLC
Rachel Marquardt
office@crossofglory.us
Custodian
Matt Steven
Tech Ministry
Ryan Bailey
1

LITTLE EPIPHANIES
We continue to journey through the season of Epiphany
together, a time when we’re invited to be awake to the
ways that God is made manifest in the world among us,
a time to notice the ways in which any place can be
sacred, any moment holy. Observing Epiphany, in other
words, is not just limited to what we do together in
worship on Sundays--little epiphanies are possible all throughout
the week.

PASTORAL
CARE

On the cover you’ll find a liturgy from “Every Moment Holy,” a book
of liturgies that mark and bless God’s presence in the ordinary
Pastor Ali is available
rhythms of our lives. The one I’ve included is a liturgy for the ritual of
for pastoral care,
morning coffee. I invite you to use this liturgy with your morning
conversation, and
coffee this month (I think it works with tea or orange juice too!).
prayer. You can reach There are many other liturgies in the book, and you’re welcome to
her by phone and
borrow it anytime (just send me a note if you’re interested). What
email throughout the
other rituals in our daily lives might be moments for a liturgy? A
week. Her designated prayer? A blessing? What other ways might we experience an
office hours for
epiphany--an “aha!” of God’s presence right where we are?
pastoral care and
conversation--virtual or
Whether it be drinking coffee, going on a walk, checking in on a
in-person--are
friend, preparing a meal, writing a check, writing an email, giving
Tuesdays from 10:301:30 and Wednesdays forgiveness, receiving forgiveness, working, studying, laughing,
weeping, I pray that God surprises you with his presence, and that
from 2-5, and home/
in it, you might encounter God’s abundant grace, love, and joy,
care facility visitation
hours are Thursdays
from 3-5. Please reach
out to schedule a time Pastor Ali
to connect!
All are welcome to take
part in Bible Study every
Tuesday morning at 9:30
am as we explore the text
for the upcoming Sunday.
We offer both an in-person and Zoom option
(connect via Zoom using the same information as Sunday
worship).
________________________________________________________
Bible Study booklets have arrived! Please pick your copy of the
participant booklet up on a Sunday or during office hours (M-W
10-2) at the Welcome Desk, or be in touch with Pastor Ali to
arrange a drop-off.
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Year end giving
statements have
been mailed. If you didn’t receive one, or there were errors,
please reach out to Rachel in
the office.
Thanks for your patience!

Progeny Academy (ISD #4263) is a tuition free public school that
opened in the fall of 2019. We currently serve students in grades 38 who reside in Brooklyn Center, Brooklyn Part, Minneapolis and
surrounding communities. We focus on providing academically
rigorous learning that centers on authentic, hands-on and inquiry
based learning. Additionally, students partake in social emotional
learning opportunities whereby developing the personal attributes
to become well rounded life-long learners.
Highlights of our program include rigorous and individualized academic and social emotional
programming, dedicated and passionate staff, daily physical education, free evening tutoring,
one to one technology, transportation, and breakfast and lunch. This year, we have also
partnered with Science for Scientists where our students work with scientists on a variety of lab
activities.
We are so excited to be residing right here at Cross of Glory and to serve the community. We
are still enrolling for the 2021-2022 school year and preparing to start enrollment for fall of
2022. If you are interested to learn more please contact Ms. Lilly Nelson, School Enrollment
Coordinator at 763-325-9150. Please also visit us online at progenyacademy.org.

This month, the Brooklyn Center Hispanic 7th Day Adventist congregation
began renting the Bethel Room (located below the sanctuary) on Saturdays and
Tuesday evenings. The group previously rented space at Cross of Glory, and
given recent growth, they’re excited to be back. If you cross paths with them in
the building, please join us in welcoming them to 5929 Brooklyn Blvd!

STAFFING UPDATES
We are excited to share with you two personnel updates. Both of these part-time positions
were budgeted for in the 2022 budget:
First, we're thrilled to share that Rachel Marquardt, who has been serving as our Interim
Administrative Assistant the past couple of months, has officially accepted the part-time role (25
hours/week) of Office Manager & Community Life Coordinator. Church office hours will continue to
be M-W 10-2 for the time being. In this role, Rachel will be providing hospitality, overseeing church
office administration, communications, & organizational systems, deepening our online presence,
and fostering relationships with facility users & community members. Rachel has been a wonderful
addition to the church staff in the interim role these past couple months, and we are grateful to be
able to welcome her into this new position. Please join us in welcoming Rachel!
We're also excited to share that we are also welcoming Matt Steven, our Custodian, into an
added part-time role of Facilities Manager (10-12 hours/month). As we continue to care for our
aging building and share the space with building tenants and renters, Matt will provide support to
our Building & Grounds committee by serving as the primary point person to manage, coordinate,
& communicate facility-related needs, inquiries, and maintenance updates among various tenants.
Please join us in welcoming Matt!
We give God thanks for the gift of these staff members, each serving the church in new
capacities, and for the ways that their work among us will further enrich and enliven our life
together here,
-The COG Personnel Committee
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W/ELCA board met on January 27, 2022 members
present were Carol Stejskal, Carol Sjoquist, Barb
Thomson, Linnea Ulrich.
The Meeting was opened with a devotion by
Carol Stejskal.
Secretary's Report: approved. **note the meeting date for January 25 changed due to
the frigid winter weather.
Treasures report: approved. The 12/31/21 balance is $1,141.12. These funds are in a
dedicated account that is overseen by Mike Edstrom.
Circle Reports: January meetings were cancelled
New Business:
The board and circle chairwomen have decided to discontinue yearly meetings.
Henceforth, circles will follow March– November meeting schedule. The December
women's gathering will continue. A joint circle, gather bible study will be held in March in
the fellowship hall with microphone availability. Day, date and time are TBD at the
February meeting.
Discussions about a women’s spring gathering and aspring service project will
continue at the February meeting. (orard welcomes suggestions of specific causes and
items) for both the spring and fall service project.
A W/ELCA mini-happening will be available at the February 13th church service
The next meeting is scheduled for February 22at 1pm. Devotion will be shared by
Barb Thomson.
Meeting closed: at 3:15pm with the Lord’s Prayer

There will not be circle meetings in February. Meetings will resume in March– Date and
time to be determined

JOIN US THIS LENT…

Ash Wednesday - March 2nd - 7 pm worship onsite + online
*Same Zoom info as Sunday worship. Recordings will be posted
to the website for those who wish to take part at a different time.
Contact the office for further assistance.
*Ashes & a blessing will also provided from 12-1:30 pm in the
sancturary
Lent 2022: Captive + Free
This Lent, we explore what it means to be both captive and free.
For worship on Sundays, we'll be guided by the liturgy of Holden
Evening Prayer. Additionally, as we seek to lift up the voices of
those whose lives have been marked by captivity quite literally, we will be led in special
music by recordings from The Conviction Band, a group of incarcerated women in NC. To
learn more about The Conviction Band, visit https://convictionsongs.com/.
Midweek Lenten Prayer - 12 pm on Zoom
Join us each Wednesday at noon on Zoom for 15 minutes of "Lectio Divina," a guided time
of prayer through the biblical text that we'll be exploring more together on the following
Sunday.
*Same Zoom info as Sunday worship. Recordings will be posted to the website for those
who wish to take part at a different time. Contact the office for further assistance.

Sunday Lenten Worship - 9:30 am onsite + online
March 6: Captive to boundaries - Freed for life together
March 13: Captive to fear - Freed for love
March 20: Captive to death - Freed for life
March 27: Captive to worry - Freed for rest
April 3: Captive to possession - Freed for joy

February Bible Study - by the Rev Mark Allan Powell titled The kingdom of God: what does it
mean for God to be in charge?
Mysteries of the kingdom: Parables, banquets and children - This month we will consider "kingdom
parables " and ask how the kingdom of God is like a net or a treasure or a pearl or whatever. We
will also look at an "acted parable" in which Jesus dramatizes the "kingdom" as a banquet where
honored guests include misfits and outcasts. And then we will discover (or recall) who we should
regard as the greatest in the kingdom and the most important members of any church.

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
Check out Brooklyn Center redevelopment plans to learn more
about what will be happening in our neighborhood starting later this
year: https://sahanjournal.com/changing-minnesota/brooklyn-center
-redevelopment-opportunity-site/
•

Free senior luncheon every Tuesdays at noon at The Crossings at
Brookwood. Lunch is followed by a fellowship time and a game. Tours
of the facility are also available. To RSVP for a “Chat & Chowder”
luncheon this month, call Diane at 763-561-7405.
•

• Though out the winter Brooklyn Center West fire station has
teamed up with every meal. They are handing out non-perishable food daily from
10:am –8pm.
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SUPPORT COG WITH YOUR THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS

2022 Giving
Envelopes
Giving envelopes are here at
church ready for pick up!
Please arrange a pick up MW10-2 or call
the office to
have them
mailed.

The Thrivent Choice program encourages Thrivent members to
recommend where Thrivent Financial distributes a portion of its
charitable grant funds. Members make this recommendation by
directing Choice Dollars to enrolled nonprofit organizations and
churches, including Cross of Glory. Thrivent no longer sends
reminders to members to donate these dollars, so many of them
end up expiring. The deadline for these free dollars to be directed
to the non-profit of your choice for the preceding year is March 31.
We invite you to consider directing your Choice Dollars to
Cross of Glory. To do so, log on to Thrivent (www.thrivent.com) and
click on My Thrivent - Direct Thrivent Choice Dollars. For further assistance, call Thrivent at 800847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” when prompted. Thanks for your consideration!
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February 13:
Greeters:
Reader:
February 20:
Greeters:
Reader:
February 27:
Greeters:
Reader:
March 6:
Greeters:
Reader:
Communion:

February 6:
Greeters: Barb Thomson and
Judy Olson
Reader:
Julie Aulwes
Communion: Judy Lewis,
Verle Smith,
Lois Tollefsrud
Judy Lewis and Brenda Edstrom
Dawn Bailey
Steve Ferley and Josephine Cook
Steve Ferley
Ron and Lois Tollefsrud
Lois Tollefsrud
Delores Olson and Carol Sjoquist
Dan Aulwes
Arlene Kosek, Sue and Bruce
Vukelich

Progeny School is under $9000
now in back rent and have a lease
addendum for additional rental
space as of February for
approximately $2000 more rent
each month. They are currently
on distance learning.
Discussion on 2022 Budget in
advance of Annual Meeting.
Clarification and discussion on
Legacy Circle.
7th Day Adventist lease
agreement has been signed and
they will be using the Bethel room
on Saturdays for worship and

Tuesdays for Bible study.
Plans for Children’s ministry is in the works thanks to Kirsten Edstrom and Amanda Smith. Amanda
joined us at the meeting to tell us about their Visioning. Thank you Amanda.
Lent begins on March 2nd with Ash Wednesday. Further information will be coming .
Thank you to all who took part in the Annual Meeting, in person and on Zoom. Thank you also for
passing the 2022 Budget motion and the Slate of Council members. We neglected to have the 2022
list of Elected Positions in the Annual Report, so here is the list. —Judy Lewis Council President
Officers:
President - Judy Lewis
1st Year/2nd Term
Vice President - Steve Ferley
1st Year/1st Term
Secretary - Erik Haugland
1st Year/2nd Term
Treasurer - Mike Edstrom
1st Year/1st Term
At-Large Council Members:
Youth Member - Michael Balzer
2nd Year/2nd Term
Adult Member - Lori Callier-Balzer
2nd Year/2nd Term
Adult Member - Laura McClanahan
1st Year/2nd Term
Adult Member - Dennis Olson
1st Year/2nd Term
Adult Member - Eilert Pederson
2nd Year/1st Term
Adult Member - Gayle Merritt
1st Year/1st Term

** if you were unable to attend the annual meeting and would like a recording
it will be available soon. Contact the office if you would like
it sent to you. **
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We are so excited to
be sending our kids to
camp this summer!—
use the QR code or go
to http://lwlbci.com/cog-bc
to register today!
Kids that have finished 1st -3rd
grade attend a weekend camp called Seeds. They
attend June 24-26.
Kids that have completed 4th -8th grade attend Camp
Wapo week long camp that is June 26- July 1.
Scholarships are available contact pastor Ali for details!

COG is now offering a special
time for kids during part of
worship on the first Sunday of the
month. Our children’s ministry
leaders will have an activity
prepared for kids during part of
the service--from singing songs to
baking communion bread,
planting a garden to storytelling,
crafts to games! We look forward
to
worshiping
with you
and for our
time
together on
first Sundays!

COVID-19 TASK FORCE UPDATE

Our goal is to prayerfully care for the Cross of Glory community during this time of
pandemic. COVID rates per 10,000 in our area are so much higher now than a
year ago:
January 2021 January 2022
The Omicron and Delta
Hennepin County
31.0
190.1
variants have made a huge
difference in how COVID is
Brooklyn Center
42.1
243.4
spreading. Vaccination rates
41.4
227.5
are slow in comparison, but we Brooklyn Park
are thankful many in our CoG
Maple Grove
31.2
196.3
community have been vaccinated and boosted.
In response to these high rates, we have modified communion procedures, food and drink
guidelines for the church, and group singing guidelines. We continue to watch statistics in hopes that
they will get better and then allow us more freedom in worship and gatherings.
We continue to offer options to worship via computer or telephone, allowing community
members to worship even if they do not feel comfortable gathering in person. We continue to require
masks be worn in the church building and ask for physical distancing. We also ask those who have
symptoms or have been exposed to someone who has tested positive to be careful, get tested, and
quarantine for at least 5 days before coming to church.
Vaccinations and boosters are readily available at many places such as CVS, Walgreens, and
HyVee and Cub pharmacies, along with doctor’s offices and other outlets. We encourage the Cross of
Glory community to be vaccinated and boosted as you are able.
In addition, COVID testing is becoming much more available. There is free testing at the Starlite
Center in Brooklyn Park (8085 Brooklyn Blvd) and home test kits can be ordered for free at
covidtests.gov, and many outlets are gearing up to give out free testing kits on site for those on
Medicare and others.
The immediate and lingering symptoms of COVID can be serious. COVID symptoms for
vaccinated and boosted individuals are generally many, many times lighter than for those who are
unvaccinated. Vaccinations are proven safe and effective. Again, we highly encourage all who are able,
to be vaccinated.
The COVID Task Force wishes the Cross of Glory community health and safety. We welcome
your thoughtful feedback. You are welcome to join our meetings and you can speak with any of our
members.
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