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From the Pastor... 
 Brothers and sisters in Christ - It has been a great joy to join 
you all in ministry this year! Thank you for welcoming me and Isak 
with open (virtual) arms, for your grace, and for your guidance as we’ve 
begun to take part in this wonderful community. 

  Martin Luther often spoke of how the church is 
called to a Reformatum Continuam, “a constant 
reformation.” Due to the devastating Covid-19 
pandemic, this year indeed has felt like one of constant 
reforming. Many of these changes have been difficult, 

including the deaths of fifteen of our beloved COG members.  
 Yet even amidst death and despair, God has still been at work 
among us, reforming us and guiding us in new ways of being the 
church. Below are just a few of the ways I’ve witnessed God’s 
reforming Spirit among you since joining you in July:   

• Sharing hopes and visions at Meet-and-Greet gatherings this 
summer 

• Finding new ways to worship virtually (thanks to all those who 
help make this happen!)  

• Staying connected through virtual coffee hour, softball, phone 
tree, prayer chain, and an outdoor visit day to homebound 
members this fall 

• Creating a Covid Task Force to guide us in navigating being the 
church in a pandemic 

• Deepening relationships in our neighborhood with CEAP, 
CAPI, and Progeny Academy  

• Growing in our faith through weekly Bible Studies and monthly 
“Table Talks,” our new Adult Ed series that explores the ways 
faith informs our everyday lives 

• A successful Stewardship Campaign—Always Being Made 
New—in which we boldly put our trust in the new things God 
is doing among us. Thank you for your generosity!  

 A heartfelt thanks to the wonderful staff, Council, committees, 
and COG community for all you do for the sake of our life together 
here. It’s been a gift to join you in God’s reforming ministry. 
 I so look forward to the day when we can worship, sing, pray, 
garden, and break bread in-person. Until then, I pray God’s Spirit 
would continue to reform our hearts and lives through faith!  
    Pastor Ali Tranvik 



 

From the Council President... 

 Peace to you and blessings. Looking back on my first year as 

Council President, I must say it was a very challenging year but also a 

year filled with many exciting and rewarding things. 
 Thanks to Buildings and Grounds for all their hard work. 

They’ve helped fix the parking lot lights and installed two new gates 

(thanks to Tim Zorich), among a variety of other building maintenance 

issues. New signage was added to the front door to increase visibility. 

We also replaced portions of our leaking roof, creating a delay on 

attaining new insurance. The roof is now complete and insurance has 

been secured. Thanks for the generous donations for our “Raise the 

Roof” campaign. 

 Progeny Academy, now in their second year, has rotated 

between in-person and distance learning due to Covid-19. Tutoring and 

pen-pal relationships with church members have begun. All 

communications with the school are directed to Isak Tranvik, who now 

serves as liaison between the school and church. 
 We said goodbye to Pastor Lee on June 23. He guided us, 

prayed with us, had excellent services and Bible studies, and led us into 

virtual services. Thanks to him, Keith Williams, Mark Trease, Ryan 

and Dawn Bailey, Earl Simons, and Pastor Ali for leading over 9 

months of virtual services as well as numerous meetings. And thanks 

to guest musicians, readers, decorators, and cleaners.  

 We are blessed that our call committee did an excellent job in 

presenting Pastor Alexandra Tranvik, who was unanimously voted in 

as our new pastor as of July 2020. 

 We’ve gotten much information on the Brooklyn Boulevard 

Phase II Project which will affect us starting in May 2021. More 

information will be shared in the upcoming months. 
 Although it’s been a challenging year in many ways, we’ve had 

many blessings: Pastor Ali came to be our Lead Pastor, we had eight 

“meet and greets” to introduce her, a drive-by celebration following her 

installation, care center and home visitations on Sept 27 organized by 

Dawn Bailey and Lois Tollefsrud, at-home Christmas worship bags, 

and much more. We’ve been truly blessed in 2020! 

    Judy Lewis, Council President  
 
 
 



2020 Financial Summary 
 

 2020 Budgeted 2020 Actual 

Income Total: $378,319.92 
   Member: $225,000.00 
   Non-member: $153,319.92 

Total: $422,625.17 
    Member: $225,835.63 
    Non-member: $196,789.54 

Expense $357,404.00 $369,200.42 
Surplus $20,915.92 $53,424.75 

 
 
From the Covid-19 Task Force... 
In August, six Cross of Glory members graciously volunteered to serve 
on the Covid-19 Task Force to prayerfully consider how to function 
safely as a community amidst the rapidly-changing circumstances of 
the Covid-19 pandemic. The Task Force has met nearly weekly 
throughout the fall and winter. With direction from state, local, and 
synodical resources, the Task Force created a Preparedness and 
Response Plan, a multi-phased plan detailing various levels of facility 
use and protocols for in-person gatherings. The plan uses a metric 
released weekly by Hennepin County—the 14-day positive case rate 
per 10,000 people—to guide us through levels. A copy of the plan is 
available electronically on our website and in-print upon request from 
the church office. The Task Force will continue to monitor local cases 
and keep the congregation informed as circumstances evolve. Thanks 
to the members of the Task Force for their time, care, and leadership in 
helping guide Cross of Glory through this challenging time, and to the 
congregation for its patience, prayers, and creativity in sharing life 
together, even while physically apart. 
 
 
Connect with Us 
There are a variety of ways to stay connected to your church family! If 
you’re having trouble connecting to Zoom, please let Erik Haugland 
know (909-800-9094). We’re here to help.  
 

Join us on Zoom 
By computer: www.zoom.us, Meeting ID 8025025123, Password 433131  

By phone: Dial 312-626-6799, Enter Meeting ID 8025025123 and 
Password: 433131 

Zoom Worship + Virtual Coffee Hour: Sundays at 9:30 AM 
Zoom Bible Study: Tuesdays at 9:30 AM 

 

http://www.zoom.us/


View Past Worship Recordings: 
www.vimeo.com/cogtv  

 
Read Past Worship Bulletins: 

www.crossofglory.us/sermonlibrary.html 

 
 
Join us for the Annual Meeting!  
 When: The pre-annual meeting, focusing on the budget, is 
Sunday, Jan 24 at 10:30am following Zoom worship. The annual 
meeting, addressing all other congregational business, will be on 
Sunday, Jan 31 at 10:30am. 
 How: The meetings will take place 
on Zoom. All Cross of Glory members are 
strongly encouraged to participate! By cell 
phone or landline, dial 312-626-6799, enter 
802-502-5123 when asked for Meeting ID (press # if asked for 
Participant ID) and enter 433131 when asked for a password. You may 
also take part by computer by visiting www.zoom.us and entering 
Meeting ID 802-502-5123 and password 433131. 
 Voting: Voting will be done verbally. All members taking part 
via phone and computer will be able to vote. 
 Questions: If you’d like to ask a question at the meeting(s), you 
may do so in live-time by using the chat function (further instruction 
will be provided when we begin), or you may submit a question in 
advance by calling the church office. Office hours are Mon-Wed 9am-
3pm. 
 Recordings: If you’re unable to attend either meeting, 
recordings will be available. Please call the church office to request a 
link. 
 Annual Reports: Beyond this summary, if you’d like the full 
the annual report, electronic copies will be available on our website 
(www.crossofglory.us), and printed copies will be available for pick-
up during office hours (M-W, 9-3 pm). You may also request an at-
home delivery.  

________________________________________ 
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