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Please join us in lifting up these brothers and 
sisters in prayer: 

 
 
 
 
 

To be added or removed from the weekly prayer list, please contact the church office 
(office@crossofglory.us) or call  763-533-8602.   

You are welcome to stop at our community prayer wall just outside the sanctuary to place a 
written prayer in the wall.  Further instructions are at the prayer wall.  

Mavis Wold 
Norma Gilbertson 
Audrey Swanberg 
Jeannie Kuzmich 

Eric Thompson & family  
Claudia Reitan 

Becca and Donald Floyd 
Mark Trease 

Josh Day 
Sharon Quick 

Loved ones of Rob Schoffstall 
Loved ones of Joan White 
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November 30, 2025 
Cross of Glory Lutheran Church 

Brooklyn Center, MN 

 

 

mailto:office@crossofglory.us
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WELCOME 

Gathering 
PRELUDE         

CONFESSION + FORGIVENESS 
 

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, 
whose home is heaven and earth, 
whose salvation is sure. 
All: Amen. 
 

P: We are called in this holy season to prepare and to pay attention. 
We begin by tending to our sins. Let us take a moment of silence now 
for reflection and repentance...  
 

** Silence for confession ** 
 

P: Long-expected God,  
A: We confess that we are not awake to you: 
We cling to false comforts and put our faith in false gods.    
We neglect the cries of our neighbors,  the groans of the 
earth, the words of the prophets proclaiming another way. Have 
mercy on us, O God.  Free us from our sin, and awaken us to your 
advent among us, so that your justice and mercy and love 
would be born anew in us. Amen. 
 

P: People of God, listen to the words of the prophets: Jesus is coming! 

In the midst of what often seems like a hopeless world, God is speaking. Advent is a 
time to listen, to be alert, to pay attention to what God is saying. But where--and in 
whom--do we listen for God’s voice? This Advent season, as we await the arrival of 

God’s Word incarnate, we listen again to the words of ancient prophets who proclaim 
messages of justice, peace, and hope. And we listen to the prophets speaking those 

same messages in our world today. Through these prophets, we are reminded of our 
own call to be prophetic witnesses to the Hope,  

named Jesus Christ, that is born among us. 

Prophetic Hope 
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

•Coffee Fellowship Hour - All are welcome to stick around after worship for a 
time of food and fellowship in the Fellowship Hall.  
 

•W/ELCA Christmas Gathering - Ladies, TODAY is the last day to sign-up to 
attend the Christmas Gathering on Sat 12/6. Include the number of guests and 
any food restrictions on the poster by the Welcome Desk. If you don’t drive, 
your chauffeur can be an invited guest.  If you can’t sign-up in person, call the 
office and Rachel will be happy to sign you up. Last day to sign-up is 11/30. 
 

•Path to Palm Sunday Kick-off Event - Join thousands of people of faith on 
Sat, Dec 13th from 1-6 PM at the Mpls Convention Center for ISAIAH’s launch 
event of the “Path to Palm Sunday,” a new national movement that seeks to 
respond to cuts in food aid and healthcare programs, support immigrant 
neighbors, feed the hungry, and care for the sick. Talk to Pastor Ali today to 
learn more and register.  
 

•Cookie Plates - Mark your calendars for December 14th when our annual 
cookie plates will be assembled after worship. The fifty year tradition continues 
for our homebound members, and those who have had a life-altering event this 
past year. Get your baking skills brushed up, bring in your cookies to share, 
and join in this amazing ministry of love.   
 

•Holidays Food Drive - Help mitigate the effects of neighbors losing SNAP 
benefits by donating food that COG will direct to BC food shelves: CAPI and 
CEAP. All non-perishable food items accepted, see Welcome Desk for a list of 
highest need items. Monetary gifts may also be made toward Second Harvest, 
which will support food shelves throughout the metro area. Thank you! 
 

•Midweek Advent Services - Mark your calendars for the first three 
Wednesday evenings of December at 6 pm, when we will gather with 
neighbors from FLW & First for a rotating Advent service of candlelight, prayer, 
music, and reflection. We will use the Holden Evening Prayer liturgy. Services 
will conclude in time for those who take part in music ensemble rehearsals to 
be back at their respective congregations by 7 pm. (12/3 at FLW, 12/10 at 
First, 12/17 at COG).  
 

•Pastoral Care & Visitation - If you’re in need of care, prayer, or conversation, 
reach out to the office to be connected with the pastor or our Care & Visitation 
Team. We also invite you to stop by our Community Prayer Wall located just 
outside the sanctuary.  
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WORSHIP LEADERSHIP  
Pastor: Rev. Ali Tranvik 
Director of Choirs: Keith J. Williams 
Worship & Tech Director: Mark 
Trease 
Piano: Kris Simon 
Vocalists: Becca Floyd, Johneetta 
Freeman, Erik Haugland, Kris Simon 
Guitar: Josh Smith, Steve Sebald 
Technical Team: Ryan Bailey, Dawn 
Bailey, Bill Bailey  
 

 
Greeters: Kim Schoffstall 
Reader: Tom Simon 
Ushers: Cheryl Anderson, Don 
Halverson, Tom Simon, Jeffline 
Tolbert 
Fellowship: Arlene Kosek, Wilma 
Frantz 
Ministers: The people of Cross of 
Glory 

MUSIC CREDITS 

The Order of Service is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship which is commended for use in 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  

Sundays and Seasons © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS024779 New Revised Standard Version Updated 
Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  

Holden Evening Prayer © 1990 by GIA Publications Inc. 

CCLI License #2215024 

© By Bret Hesla, published in J. Nelson-Pallmeyer & B. Hesle. 2005.  Worship in the Spirit of 
Jesus. Theology, Liturgy, and Songs Without Violence. Cleveland. The Pilgrim Press.  
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** Please be seated ** 

And in him † our sins are forgiven. 
In him, we are free to be people of hope-- 
people who dream of and work to bring about 
the world that God hopes for. The world being birthed into being. 
 

A: Thanks be to God. Amen. 

PROCESSION OF LIGHT                        Haugen 
**All children are invited to grab a light at the usher’s table in the back of the sanctuary 
and join in the procession of light, which will end at the front of the sanctuary with the 
lighting of the Advent candle(s). Kids are invited to put their lights on the altar to help 
adorn the sanctuary in light--a reminder of God’s presence among us.  

Leader: Jesus Christ, you are the light of the world; 
All: The light no darkness can overcome; 
L: Stay with us now, for it is morning; 
A: and the day is just beginning; 
L: let your light scatter the darkness, 
A: and shine within your people here. 

Verse 1 
Joyous light of heavenly glory, 
loving glow of God’s own face, 
you who sing creation’s story,  
shine on every land and race. 
Now as morning breaks around us, 
we shall raise our songs to you, 
God of daybreak, God of shadows, 
come and light our hearts anew.  

 

Verse 2 
In the stars that grace the darkness, 
in the blazing sun of dawn, 
in the light of peace and wisdom, 
we can hear your quiet song. 

Love that fills the night with wonder, 
love that warms the weary soul, 
Love that bursts all chains asunder, 
set us free and make us whole. 
 

Verse 3 
You who made the  
heaven’s splendor,  
every dancing star of night, 
make us shine with gentle justice, 
let us each reflect your light. 
Mighty God of all creation,  
gentle Christ who lights our way, 
loving spirit of salvation,  
lead us on to endless day. 

MUSIC                             Joyous Light           Haugen 

** Please rise as you are able ** 
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PRAYER  
 

P: Let us pray together:  
ALL: O God, you make possible what we didn’t imagine was possible. 
In our silence and our speech, help us to be prophetic witnesses to 
the hope that you are bringing about among us; through Jesus Christ, 
Emmanuel. Amen.  

Come to the manger Emmanuel; come to the manger on earth to dwell, 
Shepherds and wise men await your birth; now bring us Your peace to all 
the earth, come to the manger as child and king, O Lord, to You we sing. 
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus shall lay down His 
head. The stars in the sky shall look down where He lay, the little Lord 
Jesus will sleep on the hay.  Be near us Lord Jesus, we praise Your name; 
stay by us forever, Your name we proclaim; a song from our hearts we sing 

SILENCE FOR PRAYERFUL REFLECTION  

CHOIR ANTHEM       Come to the Manger, Emmanuel      Liebergen 

MUSIC                                      He Came Down                                  #253 

Verse 1 
He came down 
that we may have love; 
he came down  
that we may have love; 
he came down  
that we may have love; 
hallelujah forevermore. 
 

Verse 2 
He came down  
that we may have light; 
he came down  
that we may have light; 
he came down  
that we may have light; 
hallelujah forevermore. 

 

Verse 3 
He came down  
that we may have peace; 
he came down  
that we may have peace; 
he came down  
that we may have peace; 
hallelujah forevermore. 
 

Verse 4 
He came down  
that we may have joy; 
he came down  
that we may have joy; 
he came down  
that we may have joy; 
hallelujah forevermore. 
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RECESSION OF LIGHT 
 
During the sending song, kids are invited to get a light from the front altar and join in 
the recession of light, which will end at the back of the sanctuary--a reminder that 
we’re called to take our lights out into the world, and a reminder that God’s light 
goes with us.  

** Please rise as you are able ** 

Sending  
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS  

POSTLUDE 

DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord  
A: Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION  
Stay awake to God’s presence,  
pay attention to the words of the prophets, 
and hold on to hope,  
knowing that Hope already has a hold on you.  
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
All: Amen. 

MUSIC                          Prayer of Good Courage  Gustavson 

O God, you have called us  
to ventures where we  
cannot see the end. 
By paths never yet taken 
Through perils unknown.  
Give us good courage.  
Not knowing where we go,  

To know that your hand  
is leading us  
wherever we might go. (Repeat) 
Amen! 
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Table 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
Refrain (sung by all after each verse): 

God of mercy, hold us in love. 
Leaders: 
 In peace, in peace we pray to you 
 For peace and salvation, we pray to you 
 For peace between nations, peace between peoples 
 For we who are gathered to worship and praise you 
 For all of your servants who live out your gospel 
 For all those who govern that justice might guide them 
 For all those who labor in service to others 
 Grant weather that nourishes all of creation 
 Keep watch on our loved ones and keep us from danger 
 For all the beloved who rest in your mercy 
 Help us, comfort us, all of our days. 
ALL: Keep us, hold us, gracious God. 

ADVENT LORD'S PRAYER 
P; God, remember us in your love and teach us to pray: 
All:  Gracious Spirit,  
whose home is heaven and earth, 
whose realm is being born among us, and within us, now.  
We pray that your compassion guides us in every action.  
Give us what we need for each day,  
and help us to be satisfied with the miracle of that alone.  
Forgiver, whose embrace brings us to wholeness without our asking,  
may we reconcile ourselves to one another in humility.  
And may we cancel the crushing debts  
that imprison us and our neighbours so that communities  
of joy and health may flourish.  
May we neither profit from nor ignore evil.  
But ever work to thwart it with your peace.  
as by your grace, may we work to create the realm  
of peace in this world.   Now and each day.  
Amen. 
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Word 
SCRIPTURE READING                                                           Luke 1:5-25 

 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named 
Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was 
descended from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was 
Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous before God, living blamelessly 
according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. But 
they had no children because Elizabeth was barren, and both were 
getting on in years. 
  Once when he was serving as priest before God during his section’s 
turn of duty, he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the 
priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord to offer incense. Now at 
the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly of the people was 
praying outside. Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, 
standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw 
him, he was terrified, and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to 
him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your 
wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. You will 
have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be 
great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; 
even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. He will turn 
many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. With the spirit and 
power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to 
their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to 
make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” Zechariah said to the 
angel, “How can I know that this will happen? For I am an old man, and 
my wife is getting on in years.” The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand 
in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to 

on high, the angels announce that Your birth is nigh. give glory to God with 
joyful voice, all gather together to sing and rejoice; prepare for the Savior 
so meek and mild, and follow the star to the holy child. 
Come to the manger Emmanuel; come to the manger on earth to dwell, 
Glory to God who reigns above, O holy child come in peace and love. 
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Leader: The word of the Lord. 
ALL: Thanks be to God. 

bring you this good news. But now, because you did not believe my 
words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable 
to speak, until the day these things occur.” 
 Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering at his 
delay in the sanctuary. When he did come out, he was unable to speak to 
them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He 
kept motioning to them and remained unable to speak. When his time of 
service was ended, he returned to his home. 
  After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she 
remained in seclusion. She said, “This is what the Lord has done for me 
in this time, when he looked favorably on me and took away the disgrace 
I have endured among my people.”  

REFLECTION  

Verse 1 
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 
and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly-minded, 
for with blessing in his hand 
Christ our God to earth descending 
comes full homage to demand. 
 

Verse 2 
King of kings, yet born of Mary, 
as of old on earth he stood, 
Lord of lords in human vesture, 
in the body and the blood, 
he will give to all the faithful 
his own self for heav'nly food. 
 

Verse 3 
Rank on rank the host of heaven 
spreads its vanguard on the way; 
as the Light of light, descending 
from the realms of endless day, 
comes, the pow'rs of hell  
to vanquish, 
as the darkness clears away. 
 

Verse 4 
At his feet the six-winged seraph, 
cherubim with sleepless eye, 
veil their faces to the presence, 
as with ceaseless voice they cry: 
"Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia, Lord Most High!" 

MUSIC                     Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence     #490 
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** Please be seated ** 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
A: And also with you.  
P: Let’s share a sign of God’s peace with one another.   

OFFERING 

The Spirit moves through the offering we joyfully share. We invite 
you to leave an offering in the plates or scan the QR code here to 
make a secure, online gift.  Thank you! 

MUSIC                 Awake! Awake and Greet the New Morn    #242 

Verse 1 
Awake! Awake,  
and greet the new morn,  
for angels herald its dawning. 
Sing out your joy,  
for soon he is born,  
behold! the Child of our longing. 
Come as a baby weak and poor, 
to bring all hearts together, 
he opens wide the heav'nly door  
and lives now inside us forever. 
 

Verse 2 
To us, to all in sorrow and fear,  
Emmanuel comes a-singing, 
his humble song is quiet and near,  
yet fills the earth with its ringing; 
music to heal the broken soul  
and hymns of lovingkindness, 
the thunder of his anthems roll  
to shatter all hatred and blindness. 
 

Verse 3 
In darkest night  
his coming shall be,  

when all the world is despairing, 
as morning light so quiet and free,  
so warm and gentle and caring. 
Then shall the mute  
break forth in song,  
the lame shall leap in wonder, 
the weak be raised  
above the strong,  
and weapons be broken asunder. 
 

Verse 4 
Rejoice, rejoice,  
take heart in the night,  
though dark the  
winter and cheerless, 
the rising sun shall  
crown you with light,  
be strong and loving and fearless. 
Love be our song  
and love our prayer  
and love our endless story; 
may God fill ev'ry day we share  
and bring us at last into glory. 
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Leader: The word of the Lord. 
ALL: Thanks be to God. 

REFLECTION 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth.   
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

CONFESSION OF FAITH                            Apostles Creed 
** Please stand as you are able ** 

until the day he appeared publicly to Israel.  

Verse 1 
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; 
let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art, 
dear desire of ev'ry nation, 
joy of ev'ry longing heart. 

Verse 2 
Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child, and yet a king; 
born to reign in us forever, 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 

MUSIC                     Come Thou Long Expected Jesus  #254 
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SCRIPTURE READING                         Luke 1:57-80  

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her 
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to 
her, and they rejoiced with her. 
  On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were 
going to name him Zechariah after his father. But his mother said, “No; he is 
to be called John.” They said to her, “None of your relatives has this name.” 
Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to 
give him. He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And 
all of them were amazed. Immediately his mouth was opened and his 
tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. Fear came over all their 
neighbors, and all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill 
country of Judea. All who heard them pondered them and said, “What then 
will this child become?” For indeed the hand of the Lord was with him. 
  Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied: 
 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
  for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 
 He has raised up a mighty savior for us 
  in the house of his child David, 
 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
 that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who 
hate us. 
 Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors 
  and has remembered his holy covenant, 
 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 
  to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
 might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness 
  in his presence all our days. 
 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High, 
  for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
 to give his people knowledge of salvation 
  by the forgiveness of their sins. 
 Because of the tender mercy of our God, 
  the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
 to shine upon those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
  to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
  The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness 


