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The Glory Banner 
Cross of Glory Lutheran Church (ELCA), a Wildfire Congregation                          April 2018  

 

Highlights 
Sundays at 9:00am ~ Traditional Worship 

               10:00am ~ Coffee Fellowship 
                        11:00am ~ Contemporary Worship 

Mondays at 9:00am ~ CEAP Quilters 

Tuesdays and Thursdays at 8:45am ~ Faithfully Fit 

Tuesdays at 9:30am ~ Bible Study 

Wednesdays at 5:00pm ~ Confirmation 

                                        6:30pm ~ Bell Choir Rehearsal 

                                 7:30pm ~ Choir Rehearsal 

 

Thursday, April 5th ~ COG Golf League Meeting 

Monday, April 9th ~ Women’s Cancer Support Group 

Thursday, April 17th ~ Women’s Circles 
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 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of 
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with 
you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, 

"Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, 
he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins 
of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."  
              John 20:19-23  
 

Forgiven and Forgiving 
 Jesus’ first resurrection appearance in John is to Mary Magdalene. Peter and the 
other disciple have discovered the tomb empty and the wrappings lying there and have 
raced back to tell the worrisome news to the rest of the disciples. But Mary, lingering, 
sees these two shining angels and then finally Jesus himself, who you will recall she 
initially mistakes as the gardener. In another reminder that the Good News of Jesus will 
turn traditional expectations on their head, Jesus chooses a woman to be the first 
witness of the resurrection and bearer of the news to the rest of the disciples. But her 
focus is the news of the resurrection itself. Jesus doesn’t really give her any instructions 
other than to bring the news to the rest, important enough I daresay.  
 
 Jesus next appears to his disciples in this locked house on the first day of the 
week. Notice what he does: 

• He appears in an unexpected place, easily traversing closed doors 

• His first words are “peace be with you” 

• His first action is to show them his wounds 

• He sends them just as the father has sent him, first equipping them with the 
Holy Spirit, to forgive sins 

  
 If we assume for a moment that the resurrected Jesus has little time for small talk 
or wasted time, then it seems to me these are pretty important instructions to this 
nascent church. I like to think of it as kind of an Easter charge he laid onto his followers 
then and now. If Jesus truly sent us just as the father sent him, then it seems we to are 
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charged with traversing closed doors, sharing the peace of Christ with one another, 
revealing our wounds and forgiving one another.  
 
 I particularly appreciate that the first gift of the Holy Spirit here is the power to 
forgive sins. The New Testament and the history of the church are full of plenty of 
disagreements about which Spiritual gifts are most important or which prove you are 
faithful enough. But I’ve never heard of an argument over which follower of Jesus is the 
best forgiver. Yet this is the very first gift lifted up here by the resurrected Jesus.  
 
 As the wounds in Jesus hands proved it was really him and reminded them of 
what he had suffered to defeat the power of death, so the Holy Spirit would now equip 
them to declare forgiveness and new life in his name to all the world. We who follow this 
resurrected Jesus have all become instruments of his central work, the reconciliation of 
all people to the God who loves them, through this gift of the Holy Spirit. We are Easter 
people, forgiven and made new that we might go forth and be instruments of God’s love 
and forgiveness in all the world.  
      Peace,     
      Pastor Doug

   

 Bible Study Readings for April 

4/01 John 20:1-18: Empty tomb, Jesus calls Mary by name.  

4/08 John 20:19-31: Jesus gives Spirit, appears to Thomas. 

4/15 Acts 9:1-19a: Paul and Ananias, each called into Christ’s 

service.  

4/22 Acts 16:16-34: Paul and Silas in prison at Philippi, jailor 

and his family are baptized. 

4/29 Acts 17:16-31: Sermon at Athens: What you worship as 

unknown, I proclaim to you. 



4 
 

 

 
Sunday Morning 

Ministers 
Ushers: 

9:00 a.m. 
Dick Mero   John Rowley  
Don Custer     Cheryl Anderson 

11:00 a.m. 
Gordy Johnsrud    Don Halverson 
 
 

Communion Servers: 
4/01 Judy Lewis 
 Georgie Proctor 
4/08 Paul & Gale Geske 
 Judy Lewis 
4/15 Lois Tollefsrud 
 Arlene Kosek 
 Gayle Merritt 
4/22 Verle Smith 
 Bruce & Sue Vukelich 
4/29 Bruce & Sue Vukelich 

 
Lay Lectors: 
4/01 Julie Aulwes 
4/08 Georgie Proctor 
4/15 Jodi Quiner 
4/22 Marian Priest 
4/29 Lois Tollefsrud 
 

                                         

                            

 

     Articles for the May 2018 Glory 
Banner should to be turned in to Sue 
Vukelich by April 10th.    

 

 

 

 

 We would like to thank 
everyone for their concern and 
prayers for our mom as her health 
was failing.  We appreciate those 
that visited her.  A special thank you 
to Pastor Christian for the visit 
shortly before her death.  Since her 
death, the kind words, cards, 
prayers, and support have comforted 
us.  Cross of Glory is a wonderful 
church family.  May God bless all of 
you.          

     Geraldine Esberg’s Family 

 

Thank you to all you kind and 
thoughtful people for the calls and 
cards.  It’s been a couple of 
miserable months because of the 
muscle I twisted when I stubbed my 
toe and fell and cracked a vertebrae. 

                  Jeanetta Barhorst 
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 There will be a meeting on 

Thursday, April 5th at 5:30pm for the 

Cross of Glory Golf League.  Anyone 

interested in playing, please come or 

call Dan Aulwes at 763-537-1771 for 

more information. 

 

 

 
 

 

50 + and Friends 

 Here it is April already!  We 
start the month with Easter ~ then 
warmer weather and rain.  Spring for 
sure. 

 Unless we get at least 30 
people to go to Kellogg and Lark 
Toys, our April trip will have to be 
canceled.  It seems as we get old, 
our preference is to go where we can 
sit down and be entertained.  Our 
legs just aren’t up to much walking! 

 On Friday, May 11, we are 
going to the Paramount Theater in 
St. Cloud to hear the Kingston Trio 
sing.  We will have lunch at the 
Texas Roadhouse with a choice of 
sirloin steak or barbecued chicken 
breast with salad, baked potato and 
drink.  This is always a great day. 

 In June, we’ll go to Scandia to 
tour Gamelgarden, a Swedish village 
made of buildings brought in from the 
area.  Our lunch will be a Swedish 
smorgasbord served in the Scandia 
Lutheran Church.  

 Our July date for the Pops 
concert is Monday, July 23rd.  We will 
have a pizza lunch after the concert. 

 There are sign-up sheets for 
those interested in the October 3-5 
trip to Ely and Fortune Bay Casino 
and to the November 29-30 trip to 
Duluth for the Bentleyville Christmas 
Lights display.  In Ely we’ll visit the 
Wolf Center.  In Duluth we have 
dinner at the top of the Radisson 
Hotel and the walk through the lights.  
There are places to sit down, 
popcorn, cookies, hot chocolate and 
coffee.  We stay at Black Bear 
Casino.  We need ten people to have 
a pick-up here at church. 

 Make plans to come with us!  

Marian Priest 
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Cross of Glory Women of the ELCA 
       The Circles will meet on the third Tuesday of the month, April 17th.     
All women are cordially invited to attend a circle.  We have Bible study, coffee, 
treats and lots of good fellowship! 
 The Mission Circle continues to meet in a member’s home at 12:30pm. 
The Community Needs and Glory Circle meet in the Narthex at 9:30am and 
12:00pm.  We will have the Bible study leader and hostess in the April 
Happenings.   

In April we will complete our four-month study of scripture from Mark and 
Luke.  This study is written by Mark Allan Powell.  The text we will be discussing 
will be Luke 16:11-32 ~ the Prodigal Son. 

 

Looking ahead to May . . .  
Intergenerational Devotion ~ Welcome and Hospitality for all by Julie A. 

Kanarr titled All Are Welcome.  The Rev. Julie A. Kanarr serves as pastor of 
Christ Lutheran Church in Belfair, Washington.  An avid outdoorsperson, she 
enjoys sea kayaking, bicycling, hiking and camping. 

Summer . . . Prayer by Anna Madsen 
Fall . . . Repentance by Meghan Johnston Aciabouni 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 We wish to give a big thank you to all who participated in our Service 
Project Avenues for Homeless Youth. 

 Avenues sent a representative to give a very informative talk about all the 
services that are provided for the youth.  We received a nice supply of the 
requested items.  Again, thank you, the youth will appreciate all the items. 
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  The Cross of Glory Women of the ELCA need a 

secretary.  The Board meets on the fourth Monday at 1:30pm 

January through April and August through November.  You 

take the minutes, write them up and give them to Sue to put in 

the Happenings.  Sue will also make copies for you to bring to the board meeting.  

You may attend a board meeting before making your decision. 

 If you would like to volunteer, call Carol Stejskal, 763-420-1076 or Sharon 

Quick, 763-566-1224.  You may also talk to Jackie Fryhling or Barb Thomson. 

Please give this some prayerful thought ~ We need your help! 

 

 

W/ELCA Spring Luncheon 
May 5, 2018 

 Circle May 5th on your calendar!  We will have a Salad Luncheon catered 
by Carol Knutson.  All women are invited to attend this luncheon.  You do not 
have to be a member of a circle.  More information will be in the April Happenings.  
There will be inserts in the Sunday bulletin.  Plan to come ~ we will have lots of 
good fellowship! 

 
 
 

Something to think about . . . 

Contentment is not the fulfillment of what you want . . . but the 

realization of how much you already have.     Jackie 
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Worship at Cross of Glory on Sundays  
9:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee Fellowship 

11:00 a.m. ~ Crosswalk Contemporary Worship 
     To watch worship services: www.cogtv.info  

 
Cross of Glory Office Hours: 

Monday through Thursday, 8:00am ~ 4:00pm 
Contact us at: Phone: (763) 533-8602 
      E-mail: office@crossofglory.us 
          www.crossofglory.us 

 

Cross of Glory Staff: 
Lead Pastor:     Pianist: 
    Rev. Doug Mork ~        Mark Trease ~ 
    dmork@crossofglory.us         mltrease@comcast.net   
Organist:    Bookkeeper: 
    Rev. Dr. Allan Mahnke ~         Mike Edstrom ~ 
     furiusBib@comcast.net       medstrom@crossofglory.us 
Choir Director:    Administrative Assistant:   
    Keith Williams ~           Sue Vukelich ~ 
    williams@csp.edu                      svukelich@crossofglory.us  
Outreach:   
    Rev. Christian Vincent ~ 
     cvincent@crossofglory.us  
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